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Overview

1. Growth and adoption 

2. Key publications and presentations 

3. Highlights and discussion of recent 
US Federal initiatives
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Growth and usage



46,000+ registered users in 174 countries
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LOINC Downloads By Release

6200 downloads of 2.56 so far
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Overall loinc.org website traffic

December 2015 through November 2016



Overall loinc.org website traffic



Overall loinc.org website traffic

🔥🔥🔥



LOINC Staffing Update



A small team that 
does BIG things



Support for a larger team is 
the result of increased 
external funding success 

New sources/projects include:  
NCATS, NIDDK, CMS, Duke University (NCCIH) 



Content Development
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laboratory terms only

Probably about 2000 more  
in upcoming release



Content development team has done a 
remarkable job tackling our queue of 
term requests 

Our target was processing all requests 
received 3 months out of a release date 

Some of our funded projects are for 
developing specific content (e.g. CMS) 



Median turnaround time 
About 90 days for lab requests 

About 72 days for clinical requests 

Current request queue 
1680+ requested LOINCs 

92% of those have been requested within the last 3 
months* 

*Terms older than 3 months may be awaiting submitter information, Committee review, etc. 

Continue evolving our multi-level QA process to try to 
decrease that time even further 



Key Publications and 
Presentations



PCORnet Best Practices Webinar 

Top 10 Tips for Mapping to LOINC 
Daniel J. Vreeman 

Extended recommendations available: 
https://danielvreeman.com/top-10-tips-for-mapping-to-loinc/ 

https://danielvreeman.com/top-10-tips-for-mapping-to-loinc/




What LOINC Essentials covers… 

LOINC basics 

A framework and techniques for picking out the subtle 
but important distinctions between LOINC terms 

A roadmap and step by step guidance for mapping 
with RELMA 

Best practices in LOINC mapping and how to set 
yourself up for success in the long run



Disclosure 

I’m the author of the book.  

This isn’t likely to be a NYT Best Seller.  

I’m hoping to cover hosting/development costs.



NCVHS 

Recommendations on Attachment 
Standards 
Daniel J. Vreeman 

My comments / recommendations available: 
https://danielvreeman.com/recommendations-to-ncvhs-on-
attachment-standards/ 

https://danielvreeman.com/recommendations-to-ncvhs-on-attachment-standards/
https://danielvreeman.com/recommendations-to-ncvhs-on-attachment-standards/




LOINC Adoption and Use







HITSC ISA 2017 Task Force
Clem, Susan Matney, 
and I are members 

1st set of 
recommendations 
published 

https://www.healthit.gov/facas/sites/faca/files/HITJC_ISATF_Transmittal_Letter_2016-07-27.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/facas/sites/faca/files/HITJC_ISATF_Transmittal_Letter_2016-07-27.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/facas/sites/faca/files/HITJC_ISATF_Transmittal_Letter_2016-07-27.pdf


HITSC ISA 2017 Recommendations

Focus on needs for certified EHRs (not research) 

Evolve to be more dynamic 

Use consistent format for Q/A style vocab 
recommendations 

“Best Available” -> “Recognized Standards” 

Be more transparent / data-driven 

Clarify listed value sets (normative, starter, etc) 

LOINC / SNOMED for functional status 

Add more detail re API-based approaches



Draft 2017 ISA:  
Comments Being Considered

https://www.healthit.gov/standards-advisory/draft-2017

https://www.healthit.gov/standards-advisory/draft-2017


ONC Tech Lab - Lab US Realm



Italian law adopting LOINC for identifying lab tests



French law mandating LOINC for identifying lab tests via 
IHE XD-LAB profile



LOINC Award for 
Distinguished 
Contributions





Active Collaborations



IEEE (heard) 

IHTSDO (more later) 

CMS (new) 

Duke University - ADAPTABLE (new) 

RSNA 

HL7 

NIDDK (new) 

HSC (previously SCO)



More cooking… 

Especially in social determinants of health



Our best days are 
yet to come…


